GIRLSPARK-

As part of our Women and Technology initiatives which aim to increase the representation of
women studying technology-related subjects and considering a career in ICT, The Women's
Foundation partners with Microsoft and Ivey Business School to host the annual GirlSpark
camp.
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Microsoft GirlSpark grooms female tech talent in HK

Computerworld Hong Kong, 2015-01-26
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Microsoft GirlSpark grooms female tech talent in HK
By Computerworld Hong Kong staff | 26 Jan 2015
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Microsott has concluded this year's GirlSpark camp, a three day event designed to encourage young
female ICT talent in Hong Kong.

The camp was held in collaboration with The Women's Foundation and the Ivey Business School. A
total of 6o students participated in leadership forums, training, mentorship and hands-on project
experience.

This year's program also includes 30 new internship and job placement opportunities at Microsoft
Hong Kong and other well-known ICT companies, including Accenture and IT service provider

Jardine OneSolution.

Participants are also being offered sponsorship to attend major industry events such as Microsoft

Tech Days and CoCoon entrepreneurial programs.

According to a recent Economist Intelligence Unit report, women currently make up just 29% of
students enrclled in technology courses at Hong Kong Polytechnic University, and at Hong Kong

University of Science and Technology.

In addition, around 88% of IT directors in the nation are male, and women represent less than 10%

of IT staff at more than half of companies studied.

“In Hong Kong, despite women outnumbering men in tertiary institutions, men still dominate
STEM subjects, and later on, careers in the ICT industry.,” Women's Foundation CEQ Su-Mei

Thompson said.

“The reasons for this are numerous, from parents discouraging their daughters to pursue science
and maths at an early age, to pervasive but under-recognized biases in the learning environment
and lack of exposure to leading female role models.”

GirlSpartk represents an attempt to rectify these issues, Thompson said. The event “exposes young
women to the breadth and diversity of opportunities available in the tech industry, and will

hopefully inspire more young women in Hong Kong to consider a career in ICT.”

Microsoft also offers the unisex SparkHK program.
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